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WASHINGTON, July 17--~Fori 
at least two years the United 
States Government has been 
conducting its Middle East 
policy on the assumption that 
Israel either possesses an 
atomic bomb or has component 
parts available for quick as- 
sembly, reliable sources report. 

Throughout this period there 
has been some disagreement 
among senior Government offi- 
cials over whether the evidence] 
for that assumption is.abso-; 
lutely conclusive. But this dis- 


Central Intelligence Agency at 
a closed-door hearing on July /. 

Mr. Helms was reported to 
have said that the American 
‘estimate was that Israel has 
the technical capacity to make 
atomic weapons. In the early 
and middle sixties, such esti- 
mates were reportedly qualified 
Iby the proviso that Israel had 
the capacity to produce such 
weapons in 12 to 18 months, 



When asked point - blank then later 6 to 9 months, and 
whether Israel now has atomic finally the _ time lapse was 
bombs Mr. Svmington, a mem- chopped entirely, 
her of the Armed Services, andy The absence of any reference 
iFore'mn Relations Committees,, to any such time delay, ac- 
rcnlicd: “We’re getting close to . cording to well-informed sourc- 
t ran’t talk about.” 


something I can’t talk about 

Israel Position Given j 

Israel has taken the public po- 
sition that she is not a nuclear 
power and that she will not be 
the first state to Introduce inu-, 
clear arms into the Middle East. 
Privately, responsible Israeli of- 
ficials are said to have told 
American officials that this 
means Israel will not be the 
first Middle Eastern state to use 


es, indicated the official belief 
.that Israel had the fissionable 
(material and the mechanisms 
ready for rapid assembly, if 
not actual weapons as well. 

Short of direct acknowledge- 
ment from the Israeli Govern- 
ment or independent intel- 
ligence information verifying! 
the existence of Israeli atom- 
ic weapons, informants said, 
the United States cannot say 


before later~acknowledging its 
real function; reports credited 
here that Israel was buying 
uranium oxide and other raw 
material in Argentina and pos- 
sibly Africa for her nuclear- 
jfission process at Dimona; re- 
located reports that some Is- 
raeli officials were hinting or 
saying privately that Israel had 
or would soon have atomic 
weapons, though these remarks 
could never be verified. 

Before the Arab-Israeli war 
in June, 1967, United States 
officials had information that 
Israeli scientists had collabo- 
rated closely with French ex- 
perts in former President, 
Charles de Gaulle’s program to 
develop French atomic weapons. 

The American judgment was 
that Israel was rewarded for 
' her contributions to the French 
program, both with missile 
contracts and with secret help 
for the Israeli atomic-weapons 
If Israeli scientists 
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agreement has reportedly cen-I test a t 0 mic arms. This could tbc eX i s tence of Israeli atomic 
tered at times on such narrow not be confirmed with Israeli wcapons . 

__ it. A *«in i sources. - > Nnriftfl 


technicalities as the “last-wire 
J issue”— whether Israel snould 
Ike judged to have an atomic 
(weapon before the last wire or 
■piece of the mechanism is 
hooked up. 

Both former President Lyn- 


program - 

had access to information on 

the United States cannot say . 

that it has concrete pi oof J>f} need t0 test her own 

weapons. 

American intelligence 


of- 


urces. „ ,1 Nonetheless, some American | .. ■0*“''“”“' p 0rt edly'“ concluded 

American sources all empha- 0 ^j c j a | s jr ave felt since mid- . , j srae i> s surface missile pro 

size that there are no mdica- 196S that persuasive evidence. did not m ake much sense 
tions that Israel has deployed had bui!t up . subsequently, Con- S unless Israel intended 

any of her mobile surface mis-. grcssional sources quoted Gov- y missiles with nuclear 

warheads. With normal expio 


' surface mis ' j grcssional 

siles American officials also ernm cnt officials as having said 
assert that they have no rea-: orivate i y that they believed or 

1 son to believe that Israel would; as$umed b hat Israel had suf- 

use atomic weapons except m; f ic ; ent components for assem- 
.. ^oromirv. atomic weapons One 


sives, the two-stage, solid-tuel 
missile would not be. an ef- 

, jDuw-t —j — j ust; — - » . iu.icut v, U uiyu..v — — fective weapon. France was 

don B. Johnson and President! the most dire emergency, as; bHng at0 mic weapons, one- rted t0 have tested 11 such 

Nixon are understood however' Senator Symington suggested | senior official reportedly re- u {or Israel a nd then by 

, Nixon are unaersiouu, nu ,, ^ Njxon Administration, !, marked that jf the Israelis did I 1 " kan account , shipped 14 

though obviously mindful of the; t actu ally possess weapons, t0 Israe i. Israeli officials 

special dangers that Israeli ^••.“they’re seven and a half months - ;havc said that they have je- 
clear arms would pose for the! nre£nan t.” At the highest ley-j pe1vf! 


J 


to have received intelligence as- 
sessments that Israel has the 
capacity to assemble an atomic 
bomb on short notice and that 
some senior officials believe she 
(has already done so. But the, 
United States Government has 1 
been so sensitive to the grave 
implications of the issue that it 
.has not developed a fully co- 
ordinated national intelligence 
estimate, which would circulate 
within the Government, that 
.says, directly that Israel does 
have atomic weapons. 

As long ago as 1968 the 
White House had no doubt that 
Israel could produce an atomic 
bomb or warhead for her 
French-built surface missile and 
that if such a weapon was not 
already in being, it was “within 
very easy range,” one highly; 
placed source reported. 

The renewed efforts of The 
New York Times to examine 
this question were 

comments on t... 

Sunday by Senator Stuai 
mington. Appearing on the 
lumbia Broadcasting System 
program ‘Tace the Nation/.’ the| 
Missouri 
felt that 


Special , , mey ic - - ; u av[| s a in mat un-j, 

clear arms would pose for the ! pre g nan t.” At the highest le y _ j ceived no operational missiles 
situation in the Middle East, i Sl e i Si s uch judgments appear t0 U rom France and have none to- 
not disseminating, information be basec i on more than clrcunv | day . 
or trving to use this issue in its ; S [ a ntial evidence 
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current diplomacy. Officials are 

exceedingly reluctant to discuss 

the matter because of what one 
official termed its explosive im- 
plication for the Arab countries 
and the Soviet Union as well 
as for the United States and Is-J 
rael 


'Jericho’ Reported Bought 
Under her contract with Das- 
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In December, 1969, when Is- 
rael was negotiating with the, jj nuer nm ...... 

United States for the purchase ^ a \ llt> dat ing back to the time 

of 50 Phantom F-4 jet aircraft, 0 f t he Algerian revolution, 
Israeli officials reportedly when French relations with the 
asked the Defense Department Arabs were at their low ebb, 
to have some of them equipped j sra el is reported to have paid 
el. . ‘with racks for nuclear bombs. m0 re than $100-million for the 

The presumption here is that ; -p^g Johnson Administration gm-face missiles, nicknamed 
the Soviet Union would come; re j eC f ;ed t be request. Some °f- “Jericho" by American mtel- 
under strong pressure to P 1 *?- ! ficials took this as indirect con- iig enc .e.' „ .. 

vide the United Arab Republic- firmation f or their earlier be- with a ran g 0 of 280 miles, 
with nuclear weapons once the, lie |, t h at i srae i wa s arming her- tb ; 3 m i ss il e could reach front 
Arab countries came to believe > se if w j t h a t ora i c weapons. Israe i to the Egyptian hcart- 

Israel had atomic arms. Amen- Circumstant i a i Evidence Cited .land, to virtually all of Sy- 

A ,,v ^officials believe that Mos-. Uircumsnmu^ _ i r ia, Jordan, northern 

cow, fearful of the grave risks included m ^ . cir h “ m t s b g s ; Arabia and western Iraq 
to the world of a Middle East- tial evidence Clte ^ b 7 ^ Israel is reported to have cs- 
nuclear race, would be. sources was the ^‘towing in Wished plants of her own 
reluctant to take] formation: Reports datin p hacK Te[ Av ; v f or manufactur 
- ‘ ’ 'to 1963 that the Israeli Gov- lid pr0 p C llants and en 

eminent had decided to devel-- m ° 
op capability; Israel’s contract] 
with the Marcel Dassault Avia- 1 


ern 

' suchTstep* The United States 
assessment is that without di- 
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It “ |t» developing nuclc.r “Sif.f SSwtte 

ie Co- 1 Somber Appraisal Reported | MD . 660 or md- 620, and ca- 
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_ . Reliable sources reported t pable 0 f carrying warheads of 

i “Face the Nation," thej that a s0m ber appraisal of ji.ooo to 1,200 pounds; French 

“jai Jo rinmo hc»zt tn . • r.nmmittce bv i nimftna. which Israeli otnciaib 
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Ifelt that thefe’was "no question- CO nveved to the &cnaie rm-i^-megawi i .i ^ r xrr , v; 
! that Israel is doing its best to ei „ n Relations Committee by jpimona, which Israeli otticiais 
.develop nuclear weapons.” I dS-visi-h Helms. Director ot thfy sa j d at first was a texli P 
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